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                                                                                                                                                                     Charity Off-Road Cycle Event 
Press release - October 2010
Rain doesn’t stop this rider challenge 

Nearly 900 cyclists took part in the annual Viking Challenge charity off – road cycle event on Sunday 3rd October despite constant rain all day. 

The 30/50km cycle challenge, which starts and finishes at Redmile Primary School was the 16th event and is set, the organisers hope to raise over £20,000 for the school and its charity partner Dove Cottage Day Hospice near Stathern, through entry fees and sponsorship money.

Liz Herring of the organising committee says ‘we’ve had another fantastic event with 100s of riders turning out despite the wet conditions. The riders just seem to love it – the mud adds to the challenge. While the weather does make it harder it’s a credit to everyone involved, the volunteers and riders, that we had no major incidences or problems and everyone had a good ride and enjoyable day’.

As well as coping with the weather, riders also had to navigate a diversion to the normal ‘Viking Way’ course. The Viking Way track is temporarily closed to allow conservation work and repair. But even this didn’t slow riders down too much. 

The first rider to return to school was Claire Beazley from Leicester, who completed the 30km route in 2 hours 9 minutes. Claire who had never done the Viking Challenge before finished covered in mud but with a big smile declared ‘ it was really good fun’.

Jim Coleman of Long Bennington, the first rider to complete the 50km route taking just 2 hours 15 minutes, followed Claire, minutes later. Describing the course as ‘a bit slip – slidey, but great fun’ he was thrilled to have completed the 50km course in the fastest time for the 3rd year in a row. 

A test of endurance for even the serious rider the Viking Challenge attracts riders of all ages and experience – teams and families - with many riders coming back year after year. One veteran rider of the Viking Challenge, John Murphy of Grantham who has entered every event since it started in 1995 summed it up, when asked why he kept doing it said ‘well it’s in the name isn’t it. It’s always a challenge!’
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For more information about Dove Cottage Day Hospice, visit www.dovecottage.org or telephone 01949 860303







